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United Nations Development Programme | 7 R EoSRs

Ref. 284/23
11 September 2023

Dear Dr. Sribanditmongkol,

Subject: Support for ‘Clean Air Without Border’, cross-border innovation challenge to
address air pollution issues in Thailand and Lao PDR

Air pollution is an alarming issue that has been affecting the people of Thailand and
Lao PDR in recent years. It is a transboundary and cross-sectoral challenge that requires
collective efforts to tackle. While national frameworks have been put in place to address the
issues, meaningful engagements of local stakeholders and cross-border collaboration are
also needed to develop innovative solutions. In this regard, the United Nations Development
Programme (UNDP) Offices in Thailand and in Lao PDR have jointly designed an innovation
challenge ‘Clean Air Without Border’ to engage multi-sectoral local stakeholders in co-
creating solutions for clean air. The project will run between September 2023 and April 2024.

Under this initiative, UNDP Thailand will invite youth and multi-sectoral stakeholders
in Chiang Mai, Chiang Rai, Phayao, Nan, Uttaradit, and Mae Hong Son provinces to
participate in a social innovation process and co-create innovative solutions for clean air
together with teams from Lao PDR. Each team must consist of members from at least two
different sectors to ensure cross-sectoral exchange. The project aims to select 10 teams to
participate. Three of them will be selected to test out their solutions with funding support
from UNDP and a final winner will be awarded to carry out their social innovation.

In this regard, | would like to request support from Chiang Mai University in
promoting the initiative among your networks and invite their participation. The project brief
and promotional material are attached for your reference. My  colleague, Ms. Pattamon
Rungchavalnont, Head of Solutions Mapping, UNDP Accelerator Lab (Tel. +6681 485 0486 or
email: pattamon.rungchavalnont@undp.org), will be in touch with your office to follow up on
this request.

| thank you in advance for your kind support.

Yours sincerely,

= e

Renaud Meyer
Resident Representative

12" Floor, United Nations Building, Rajdamnern Nok Avenue, Bangkhunprom, Phranakorn, Bangkok 10200, Thailand
Tel: +66 (0) 2288 3350 Fax: +66(0) 2280 0556 Email: registry.th@undp.org Website: www.th.undp.org
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Professor Dr. Pongruk Sribanditmongkol
President

Chiang Mai University

239 Huay Kaew Rd,

Tambon Su Thep, Mueang Chiang Mai District,
Chiang Mai 50200, Thailand

053 941 001

Enclosed: Project’s promotional material
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